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Synopsis

(Book). Following in the footsteps of the popular Hal Leonard Pocket Music Dictionary , this handy
pocket-sized book is the most contemporary music theory book on the market! A step-by-step guide
to harmony and theory for every musician, it includes thorough, yet to easy-to-understand analysis
of: intervals, rhythms, scales, chords, key signatures, transposition, chord inversion, key centers,
harmonizing the major and minor scales, extended chords, modulation and much more. Packed

with info from the Harmony & Theory course at Musicians Institute!
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Customer Reviews

I've always liked learning new things about music theory. But most of the books on the market only
teach you so much. | found this little book in a music store one day, and decided to buy it. I've
bought lots of other general music theory books before, but I've NEVER seen so much packed into
such a small volume. On top of that, the book is written so precisely with the performer in mind, and
with practicality as its main focus.| gave 5 stars to another book called "Music Theory Made Easy",
and while | don’t regret giving it that rating for its own reasons, "Pocket Music Theory" is about the
same price yet covers three times as much material, including how all of it relates to the formal
structure of sheet music notation. It also swiftly addresses the bogus argument that so many rock
musicians use an excuse: the myth that learning music theory will limit your creativity. On the
contrary, music theory facilitates communication and lets you better express the creative ideas you
have in mind.Whether you're a beginner or advanced when it comes to music theory, you’re bound

to pick up something from this book. It starts with the most basic fundamentals of sound, and



gradually builds off each previous section until coming to composition methods you might learn in a
second or even third year course at a music college. For me, | already long-since knew my scales
and modes, but | was still curious about why progressions that go beyond one scale could still
sound "right". Why do we use a blues scale over dominant seventh chords? Why do those chord
progressions of Beatles songs sound so good even though they go outside of the scale? This book
analyzed the situations and answered those types of questions, and more.This little book is such an
incredible reference manual, and no matter what instrument or what kind of music you play, you're
bound to pick up something. I'm buying extra copies to give to the guys in my band. Regardless of
whatever | reviewed before picking up this book, PLEASE - if you only buy one music theory book in
your life, make it this one! $4.95 is an incredibly small price to pay for becoming a more

knowledgeable musician!

| had piano lessons for 8 years as a youngster but not much theory stuck to me. Now that I'm retired
I’'m back into playing - and a much better student may | say. | want to play pieces of my repertoire
from memory and was having difficulty memorizing them. | discovered that | didn’'t have the basic
tools to analyze pieces and understand how they are constructed - and that | need to do this for
effective memorization. So | began studying theory, especially intervals and chords (I had the scales
and key signatures down OK.)This little gem lays the basics of music theory out in logical sequence
in a wonderfully clear and concise way. It is filled with handy little references - such as a table with
suggested metronome speed ranges for various tempos, chord and interval look-up tables, etc.It
suggests an exercise to do after explaining each point, including ear training exercises (which |
never understood the importance of before.)Work your way through this little book, take advantage
of some of the terrific ear training and theory drill websites and you won’t need much else unless
you plan to become a professional.As to the reviewer who gave it only star because it is too
simplistic, one has to ask what on earth did he expect from something pocket sized that covers all

the elements of music theory in only 130 pages - including exercises and answers?

In few words, this book can thoroughly explain some of the most important fundamentals of music
composition. | have been searching for a while for a book like this -- this one is great! Cheap and

pocket-sized too!

It has been nearly 25 years since | even touched music theory. This book - be forewarned - is not

for the pure novice or the extremely rusty. In about 170 packed pages, you get everything from



notation through harmonics, tonics, melodics, scales, deep seeded theory and application in jazz,
blues, the Beatles and everything else. | will admit it was well over my head for the most part, and |
really needed to get back to an Idiot or Dummy guide to rebuild the very old foundations of a quarter
century ago. However, if you are up to snuff and are looking for a decent pocket guide, this will do
just fine. | can see how other reviewers who have some of these basics down and are looking for a
reference or augmentation resource would rate the book higher - and why a few have rated it low
due to the "superficial" nature of some of the explanations. For the money - tough to beat. For the

size - tough to beat.

| am 35 yo woman JUST learning piano and music theory..cant tell you how wonderfully easy and
helpful this little book has been...I bought this one and the Complete Idiots Guide to Music Theory...I
use this one more or as often as the idiots guide..this one doesnt have extra info you dont want or
need and thus makes it a handy reference and | love how small it is to carry around. | read it
whenever | have to WAIT in line or in a drs office or DMV or other horrible place to sit around and
wait. Well put together and easy to read. Would definately buy again, and would definately

recommend.

| wanted a concise book to look up things that | don’t remember. This is it.lt has been handy within
days of receiving it.If you already have some background in music theory and just need something

to jog or expand your memory, this is the thing.

A very good little book, written more for the practical musician rather than the theoretician or
classical theory types.Some Warnings:Like other music books, it's not the best one to buy on a
Kindle because all the tables and musical excerpt images are tiny, and take lots of work to
expand.Also, this book is an exact (but pocket sized) version of the author’s full size

bookA Harmony and Theory: A Comprehensive Source for All Musicians (Essential Concepts

(Musicians Institute).)A | learned that the hard way, and pass my wisdom on to you.. :-)
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